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4   
Which route to take? 

 

Materials 

Crucifix, Picture of the Blessed Mother, Bible, Meeting book, Flowers (if 
possible), Candle, Pen or pencil 

 

Welcome 

It's a great joy to meet for this 4th meeting and to continue our reflections: 
'In the footsteps of John Luiz Pozzobon'. Welcome, everyone! 

 

Opening prayer: 

L1. In the name of the Father.... 

We begin our meeting by making a spiritual pilgrimage to the Shrine of the 
Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt, praying for our 
coordinators, missionaries and our families: (pause) 

A. O Mother and Queen of Schoenstatt, shine on our path as a sign of 
salvation and hope, showing us the route we need to follow in our family life 
and missionary activity. 
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L2. Dear Mother, when “we look to our own strength, all hope and 
confidence fades away; we stretch out our hands to you and beg you for rich 
gifts of love”. (Heavenwards, 13) 

L1. On this journey towards the 75th anniversary of CMPS, we contemplate 
your faithful son, João Luiz Pozzobon, who has led you to so many families. 
We want to be attentive to the route he traced and follow in his footsteps as 
a pilgrim and missionary. With conviction, we ask you:  

A. “Enkindle in us an ardent love for you; for your service, let us inflame the 
whole world, so that all peoples may safely find their way home. Your sacred 
heart is a haven of peace for the world, a sign of election and the gateway to 
heaven.” (Heavenwards, 541) 

 

Song: Hymn of the Pilgrim Mother, 5th stanza  
 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the previous meeting, we were invited to set out on a journey with João Luiz 
Pozzobon. Today, our gaze turns to the route we need to take in order to reach our 
goal.  

Anyone who travels needs a route; we often need to consult Google Maps, GPS, 
Waze and other apps so that we don't get lost on the way. But we also need luggage 
(clothes, shoes, utensils...), which can be a little or a lot, depending on the time and 
route of the trip. 

 

Today, our gaze turns to the route we need to take in order to reach our goal.  

 

 

Before starting the meeting, the leader asks the group: 
• What was the purpose of the previous meeting? 

(Briefly share the outcome.) 
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Baptism shows us the way to follow: Christ.  

 

And the goal is holiness.    

That is why, many times, we 
deviate from this path, that is 
why Pope Francis exhorted: 

“It is time to readjust the path of 
life towards you, Lord, and to 
others.” (27.03.2020) 

 

Let us allow the Word of God to illuminate our route. 

 

Biblical illumination:    

Lk 10:1-9        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To reflect on and share 
 
In the biblical text that we have just read, Jesus sends the disciples out two by 
two and explains what they should take and do along the way so as not to get lost 
or deviate from the missionary route. Why? 
 
In order to be witnesses to the Gospel, faith and mission need to be translated 
into deeds: being respectful, attentive to those most in need, healing the sick, not 
expecting or seeking rewards, not being attached to material things, but trusting 
in divine Providence.  
 
This is Christ's call. Now we have the best opportunity to readjust the course of 
our lives towards the merciful heart of God, and also to open our hearts to our 
neighbor. The route is a decision for Christ and his Kingdom. 
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Development 

When we travel to a place we've never been before, no matter how well we know 
the way, we pass roads and situations that can lead us into error. It's very important 
to constantly check that we're on the right track and, if we've gone off course, it's 
essential that we know how to READJUST THE ROUTE. 

 

Pope Francis asks us: “On the road of life, do I look for the route? Or am I content 
to live day by day, thinking only of feeling good, solving a few problems and having 
a bit of fun? What is the route? Perhaps the pursuit of health? wealth... Well-
being?”. He continues: “But that's not why we're in the world. Come back to me, 
says the Lord. For me, the Lord is the goal of our journey in the world. The route 
must be set in his direction.” (06.03.2019) 

 

Song:  

 

A well-defined route: the spirituality of Schoenstatt 

We are on our way towards the 75th anniversary of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim 
Mother Campaign! We have been urged to wake up, because now is the time! 
The important thing is to review history and take up the mission once again, 
with a new spirit, new joy and love. 

 

Following in the footsteps of João Luiz 
Pozzobon! 

This is the imperative that motivates us on 
our journey. 

 

With the Pilgrim Mother, he undertook a “journey” of evangelization, 
discovered his mission, offered countless sacrifices and renunciations, faced 
challenges, but never alone, the Mother of God walked beside him, she was 
his strength, his shelter. 
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Schoenstatt spirituality was the path he followed, with the goal of 
holiness in daily life. In the Shrine, he felt sheltered, allowed himself to be 
educated by Mary's hands, experienced the grace of transformation, and the 
Mother of God led him to her Son Jesus. 

Mary is the one who generates and forms Christ in us. She has the mission of 
helping us to configure our lives according to the life of her divine Son. We 
can say that the more Mr. João surrendered himself to Mary in the Covenant 
of Love, the more he immersed his life in Christ. 

Father Joseph Kentenich tells us that deciding for the Covenant of Love 
means a new decision for Christ: 

 

“For us, the Covenant of Love with the Blessed Mother - as it arose 
historically and came to fruition - is a profound renewal, consolidation and 
guarantee of the baptismal Covenant, that is, of the Covenant with Christ and 
the Triune God. Each consecration is an expression of a new Covenant, and 
this means, for our thinking and will, a new decision for Christ, freely made 
for his person, his interests and his Kingdom” (The Mystery of Schoenstatt 
Life, p. 57). 

 

The Covenant of Love with the Mother Thrice Admirable is not a guarantee 
of a peaceful life. It is with it that the “most amusing, exciting and dramatic 
routes” arise. The Covenant of Love gives us security in the person of the 
Blessed Mother. We hold her hand - and this is always the hand of God - and 
here we are safe. “Do not worry...”, is written in the Founding Document, as 
a promise from the Blessed Mother. 

 

We shouldn't be afraid to venture out on Schoenstatt's GPS. The spirituality 
of Schoenstatt, the life of the Covenant of Love with Mary, as we saw in the 
life of João Luiz Pozzobon, leads us safely to Christ. 

 

Song:  
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Dynamics 

We follow the path with João Pozzobon. 

 

1st Stop: Covenant of Love with Mary. 

João Pozzobon guides us: "Consecrate oneself (...) it is to put oneself at the 
disposal of the Mother. It is listening, listening when she speaks, being at her 
service, being a servant. Consecration also implies being convinced that one 
is called to a specific mission, as I understood in my case, because my 
consecration was for this Sanctuary". (Hero Today Not Tomorrow, p. 89) 

João Luiz Pozzobon presents concrete ways to live the Covenant of Love. 
Choose one of them to guide your path and write it on the first arrow of the 
map image that is in the book. 

Now let's continue our route. 

 

Stop 2: Recognize God's action in life 

Again, some clues: "[...] in all situations of life, in the life of each one, also in 
events, we must perceive a call of love from God. And what answer should 
we give? A response of love [...]" (Sheltered in God the Father, p.110) 

 
João Luiz Pozzobon lived that reality. He said: 

“Thank you, Lord, for the action of grace that accompanied me in the 
littleness of my life.” (140,000 Km) 

 

What response do we want to give to God's action in our life? 

 

Summarize it in one word. 
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3rd Stop: To be instruments of God.  

João Luiz Pozzobon reports:  

"I only made myself available as a small instrument, as a little child. May She 
take me wherever She wanted. I would go wherever She indicated me, even 
if I was sick" (140,000 Km, p.31)  

• How can I be an instrument of God and of the Blessed Mother in the 
Pilgrim Mother Campaign?  

 

Summarize it in one word. 

 

João Luiz Pozzobon's life path leaves us in no doubt: he lived from the 
spirituality of Schoenstatt, the life of the Covenant of Love, and thus he found 
Christ deeply.  

 

What did João Pozzobon take on his missionary route? 

On his route, he not only carried the Pilgrim Mother, but also her briefcase: 

 
"In those years of struggle, when Mr. João walked with the 'Peregrina' [...] he 
carried a considerable weight on him. The image weighs 11 kilos and, when 
João went out for several days, in Campanha, he took a briefcase with 
objects of personal use, weighing 8 kilos. In all, he was walking, 
carrying 19 kilos. He used to walk 15 kilometers a day. [..' (140,000 Km, p.47) 

 
João Pozzobon's briefcase was simple and with few things for himself; This 
reveals his attitude of detachment, his missionary heart: a poor, generous, 
simple and donated. 
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Conclusion 

Nothing was too difficult for him on João Pozzobon's missionary route, he 
gave everything to the heart of his Mother and Queen of Schoenstatt, through 
the Covenant of Love. In the school of Schoenstatt spirituality, he set up his 
path of holiness. 

 

Concluding Prayer: 

Prayer for the beatification of João Luiz Pozzobon 

God, our Father, made João Luiz Pozzobon an exemplary husband and 
father, a friend of the poor, and an untiring pilgrim. He dedicated his entire 
life to taking Our Lady of Schoenstatt to families, hospitals, schools, and 
prisons, praying the rosary. This is why, Father, I ask you with confidence: If 
it is your will, grant that this servant of yours may be beatified and that 
through his intercession I may obtain the favor that I greatly need: ... He 
prayed with Mary, the great missionary, for your glory, for the flourishing of 
your Church and the sanctification of families. Amen.  


