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3   
“With the Pilgrim Mother, missionaries of hope!” 

-Set out on the road with João Pozzobon! 
 

Materials 

Picture of the Blessed Mother, a candle, a vase of flowers, and a Bible. 

  

Welcome 

Welcome to our meeting. Today's theme offers us great joy for our 
missionary work and also for our personal lives. 

  

Opening prayer: 

L1. Dear Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt. With 
joy, we gather with you and greet you as the Great Missionary, who works 
miracles! 

In this meeting, you invite us to reflect on the theme: set out on the journey 
with John Luiz Pozzobon. We are very happy to be starting on this journey, 
We also know that we are fragile and even a little complacent, and sometimes 
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we feel that our efforts and missionary commitment may have been weak. 
That's why, we must trust and we pray:  

L2. Send us the Holy Spirit, so that we can respond promptly: “Yes, we want 
to follow in the footsteps of the tireless pilgrim, so that our apostolate too, 
may become a blessing for families.” 

 Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the 
fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and all things will be created and you 
will renew the face of the earth. 

All: O God, who has instructed the hearts of your faithful with the light of 
the Holy Spirit, grant that we may rightly appreciate all things according to 
your Spirit, and let us always enjoy your consolation. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Song:  

 

Before starting the meeting, the leader asks the group: 

What was the purpose of the previous meeting? 

(Briefly share the outcome.) 

 

Introduction 

“Set out on your journey” is a call from God, from the Blessed Mother. 

One day, through Sr. M. Teresinha Gobbo, this call echoed in the heart of João Luiz 
Pozzobon's heart, and he promptly set out on the road, bringing the Mother of God 
and her Son to the families: 

This image will be in your care. You don't have to say the Rosary every night. You 
just have to make sure that it goes on pilgrimage from house to house (Hero today, 
not tomorrow, p. 50-51) 

Set out on the road with João Pozzobon. This call carries with it an orientation. 

Don't go our own way or alone but with João Pozzobon. If we go with him, it will 
be the way he walked. We can follow him with confidence because this path has 
already been proven! For 75 years, hundreds of people from all over the world have 
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been following it. It's a path of grace, blessings, joy, and transformation! A path 
that changes lives! 

The theme of this meeting will “illuminate” our missionary work in the Schoenstatt 
Pilgrim Mother Apostolate. So let's allow ourselves to be inspired by John 
Pozzobon's example and set out on our journey! Let's continue the biblical 
reflection from the first meeting: Mary's visit to her cousin Elizabeth. Let's take a 
look at Mary's journey. 

Biblical illumination: 

Lk 1:39-49 

 
To reflect on and share 

·        How did Mary walk? (leave room for people to speak) 
 
 The Gospel describes that, upon receiving the message from the angel who 
would be the Mother of the Savior, Mary leaves hurriedly, walks detached 
from herself, and faces difficulties that lead to Salvation. 

Like Mary, João Luiz Pozzobon didn't look at himself either; he walked many 
kilometers, carrying the picture of the Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and 
Victress of Schoenstatt on his shoulders to visit the families. 

Sr. M. Teresinha gave the picture of the Pilgrim Mother to João Pozzobon 
saying that he doesn’t need to pray the Rosary every night. 

We know that he went far beyond this request because he understood that it 
was a mission. 

“She entrusted me with this image, she placed all her trust in me. I felt 
responsible and said: 'I'm going to pray the Rosary every night.  (Hero today, 
not tomorrow, p.51) 

  

Development 

Just like João Pozzobon, one day we prayed and received an invitation to be a 
missionary, a coordinator, or to welcome the Pilgrim Mother of Schoenstatt into 
our homes. 

- What was our reaction to receiving this invitation? 
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(leave room for people to speak) 

We know that the call echoes in hearts in different ways, and everyone has their 
own time to respond. Let's look at the testimony of Durvalina Pinto da Silva, from 
the city of Patos de Minas/MG. She tells us how she reacted to the invitation to 
receive the visit of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother: 

 

Testimony: 

"When I was invited to receive the Pilgrim Mother in my home, I didn't want to. 
The coordinator spoke to me a couple of times, then I thought it over and accepted. 
After the Pilgrim Mothers visited my home, I felt happier with life, and kinder to 
myself and other people. I freed myself from many resentments and I began to 
actively participate in Holy Mass. When I received a visit from the Pilgrim Mother 
in my home, my husband and I prayed the Holy Rosary together." 

(Testimony in uploads/2022/06/Folheto AA Jul 22.pdf) 
https://www.maeperegrina.org.br) 

On receiving the call, João Pozzobon promptly said yes and set out on his journey. 
There he began a new life! 

  

João Pozzobon set out on his journey 

João Luiz Pozzobon was a tireless pilgrim! He set out on the road and took the 
Pilgrim MTA to the families through a beautiful but difficult work of 
evangelization. He traveled more than 140,000 km, prayed the rosary with 
families, helped the poorest, and led many people to the sacraments and to the 
Shrine. The apostolic work that João Pozzobon carried out with the Schoenstatt 
Pilgrim Mother fulfilled the great longing that he had in his heart. He recounts: “I 
was twelve years old at the time and I felt a kind of longing that I couldn't quench. 
In our land, there was a hill, and I would look at the horizon, there, where the sky 
seemed to enter the earth. It seemed to me that in this way it filled the emptiness I 
felt... but this longing lasted for some thirty-six years.” (Hero today, not 
tomorrow,” p.31)  Many years later, he confessed: “Everything cleared up one day 
with the Pilgrim Mother Campaign” 

This longing or inner restlessness, which he recounts, was a deep yearning, the 
feeling that something was missing that would give his life greater meaning, and 
when he received the mission to take the Pilgrim MTA to families, this longing was 
quenched. He states: “Schoenstatt brought me a great change, an enormous 
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enrichment of my faith, and also a mission to carry out: a great apostolate… When 
I found Schoenstatt when I started the Campaign, a new life began, a different life.” 
(Hero today, not tomorrow,” p. 55) 

  

To share 

Each one of us also carries a longing within us. Has our apostolate or the Pilgrim 
Mother's visit to our home brought about a change in our lives? 

(leave room for people to speak) 

  

How did John Pozzobon walk? 

At the beginning of the pilgrimage, he dedicated a couple of hours a day to the 
apostolate, until he became dedicated. The most important thing was that he didn't 
neglect his own family. João Luiz Pozzobon set out with an open heart and a soul 
thirsty “to learn, like a small child whom a mother teaches to walk one step at a 
time.” He set out like this, like a child, a son, and he grew in this childlike attitude 
as a genuine son of Schoenstatt. He allowed himself to be led by the Blessed 
Mother, growing in love and trust. He walked like a heroic son, who loves deeply, 
so he gave everything out of love. Then was capable of the great sacrifices for the 
mission entrusted to him. 

 

We can say, from the various testimonies of his life, that he walked: 

·        without hesitation; 

·        without measuring his efforts; 

·        with love; 

·        with gratitude; 

·        cheerful; 

·        available, but aware that his first commitment was to his family; 

·    With readiness: what I can do today I won't put off until tomorrow... 
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Dynamic 

We contemplate this image of Mr. João Pozzobon on his way. His footsteps marked 
our land and left signs in which we can discover the characteristics of his walk. We 
too want to walk like him and with him. What marks do we want to leave on our 
journey? 

Write in the empty footprints. 

• Without hesitate 

• without measure 

• with love 

• with gratitude 

• cheerfully 

• with readiness 

  

We need to get on the path... 

·        Like João Pozzobon - following his example, just as we have reflected on in the 
dynamic because he walked this path before us, so he has a lot to teach us. 

·        with João Pozzobon - in the company of him, who was a tireless pilgrim. He can 
help us in this path, there are many testimonies of graces achieved through his 
intercession. 

 

Testimonial 

Another time, going from one school to another, early in the morning, poorly fed, 
I was forced to walk three kilometers. The teacher, who was on horseback for 
health reasons, told me: “I'm going to my house.” João asked him: “Please bring 
me a piece of bread. I am very hungry.” The teacher quickly went to his house and 
returned with the bread in a white napkin in his hand. He almost cried out of joy. 
This was how the meeting with the other students would take place, from school to 
school. João used to say: “Thank you, Mother! I'm going to feel you closer.  
(Hero today, not tomorrow, p. 76-77) 
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João Pozzobon shows us the way 

For each year's work, he had a motto, according to his 
inspiration. Usually it was a phrase that served as a 
motivation, an orientation for his work the following 
year, in which he expressed through symbols in the 
Campaign. On September 10th, he would announce the 
new motto for the year. 

On June 27th in 1985, he had a beautiful motto, which 
revealed what was in his heart, but he didn't get to 
announce it, because he passed away in early June. 

“Mary is my light. A safe path. She liberates and 
transforms.” 

He adds: 

“It is necessary to discover the safe paths. Mary is that 
safe path. Whoever meets Mary meets Jesus, who 
meets Jesus meets the Father.” (Peregrino y Misionero, 
p.352) 

This motto, as well as everything he left us in the form of examples and guidelines, is 
a sacred legacy. A sacred inheritance that we want to proclaim to future generations. 
We can say that walking the path as João Pozzobon means walking with Mary. 
Accepting her as our light and letting ourselves be enlightened by her, in our 
decisions, placing our concerns and the challenges of our journey in her Motherly 
heart. 

 

Conclusion 

“Set out on the journey with João Pozzobon!” This is the call that the Mother of 
God makes to families, missionaries, and coordinators of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim 
Mother. It is great and beautiful, to follow in the footsteps of this poor pilgrim who, 
even amid so many difficulties, never gave up on the mission. 

On June 27, 1985, he set out very early on his way to the Shrine for Holy Mass at 
6:30 am. This was his last pilgrimage, because, due to a dense fog; he was struck 
by a truck, and died. 

He went to meet his Little Mother, as he liked to call her, and often sang, “Mother 
in heaven, I don't know how to pray... Shall we sing together?” 
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Today, we are continuing this pilgrimage full of graces, blessings, and joys towards 
the 75th anniversary of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate. 

 

Practical point 

At the end of this meeting, let's choose a “footprint,” according to the lessons, and 
practice until the next meeting. This image will remind us of the call: 

Set out with João Luiz Pozzobon! 

  

Closing prayer: 

Prayer for the beatification of Joao Luiz Pozzobon  

God, our Father, made João Luiz Pozzobon an exemplary husband and father, a 
friend of the poor, and an untiring pilgrim. He dedicated his entire life to taking 
Our Lady of Schoenstatt to families, hospitals, schools, and prisons, praying the 
rosary. This is why, Father, I ask you with confidence: If it is your will, grant that 
this servant of yours may be beatified and that through his intercession I may 
obtain the favor that I greatly need: ... He prayed with Mary, the great missionary, 
for your glory, for the flourishing of your Church and the sanctification of families. 
Amen.  

  

Suggested reading: 

→ Hero today, not tomorrow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


