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“With the Pilgrim Mother, missionaries of hope!”

-Looking towards the goal:
With João Pozzobon, to evangelize families!

Material

Altar prepared with:

● Crucifix, picture of the Blessed Mother, Bible, flowers (if possible),

candle, pens, pencils for participants to write on, capital of grace jar.

Welcome

Welcoming and thanking each participant for their presence

Opening prayer

L1. Dear Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt, we

joyfully gather before you and thank you for calling us to undertake this journey

of study and reflection with you, which prepares us for the 75th Jubilee of the

Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate.

L2. Our hearts, sometimes asleep, don't realize the wonders you perform during

your visits as Pilgrim Mother. In the silence of our hearts, we hear your voice

telling us:

ALL. Wake up, it's time!
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L1. In our meetings we are invited to give thanks for the blessings that God has

offered us through your blessed pilgrimage among families.

ALL. With João Pozzobon, we set out on our journey.

L2. We know that there are challenges in the mission, but we always hear your

voice encouraging us: I'm with you!

ALL. We thank you for the path taken by the Servant of God João Luiz Pozzobon

and we place ourselves at your disposal for the mission.

Song:

Before starting the meeting, the leader asks the group:

- What was the purpose of the previous meeting?

Briefly share the outcome.

Introduction

As we saw in the first meeting, we need to wake up because we will soon be

celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother.

The idea that will guide us in today's meeting will be the word

GOAL

What do we think of when we say this word? A goal means something I

want to achieve. Every human being needs to have a goal, something that

drives them to devote all their strength to achieving it. This renews us, fills

us with joy and gives meaning to our lives. John Pozzobon also had a very

clear goal.

Do you know what it was?

Let's look again at João Luiz Pozzobon's missionary work. In order to

achieve his goal, he faced difficulties and challenges, because he was

convinced that God had entrusted him with a mission to evangelize

families.
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He believed that through the Pilgrim Mother's visit, Christians living in

families became stronger, the bonds with God and the Blessed Mother

became more resilient, and the family became more united.

Biblical illumination

Jo 2 -1-11

In this biblical passage, we contemplate Mary who, attentive to the needs of

the bride and groom, intercedes for Jesus' first miracle to take place. She

asks the servants: “Do whatever he tells you” (Jo 2,5).

Share

What wine is missing in families and in our missionary work?

(Leave room for people to speak).

We often find ourselves with dry jars: we lack love and

understanding among our family members, we face financial and

health difficulties and we don't always have time for God. When

we receive a visit from the Pilgrim Mother, we can pull on her

mantle and tell her: Mother, help me! She promptly intercedes

for us. And Jesus gives us the wine of love, trust, forgiveness and

the strength to overcome difficulties...

She is the great missionary and, as at Cana, she will perform

miracles. We are her instruments, she needs us to bring salvation

to families.

Testimonial

Sr. M. Santina Simão Fernandes tells us: “When I was a vocation student

and then as a young Sister in the Secular Institute of the Schoenstatt Sisters

of Mary, I had the opportunity to meet several times with the Servant of

God, Mr. João Luiz Pozzobon. With the Original Pilgrim Mother, he visited

the Shrine of the Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of

Schoenstatt in Atibaia several times.
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When he arrived, the Sisters, postulants, novices, and candidates welcomed

him at the entrance to the Schoenstatt-Tabor Center. I remember him

getting out of the car smiling, taking off the Pilgrim Mother's seat belt,

placing the Bell Tower and crown on the picture, kissing it, and then

inviting us to do the same. After this greeting to the Blessed Mother, we

went in procession, singing and praying to the Shrine.

In the Shrine, Mr. João would greet the Mother Thrice Admirable and tell

us about the miracles that motivated him to always be faithful to the

apostolate. On one of these visits, he recounted something that particularly

struck me.

Since the beginning of the Campaign, Mother Thrice Admirable has

revealed herself as Mother and Queen of Families, granting graces of

conversion.

Once, when John Pozzobon was praying the rosary to a family, he witnessed

how the Blessed Mother granted a young man the grace of transformation.

The family had two sons who fought alot until the youngest decided to leave

home. That night, angry and confused, he returned willingly to kill his older

brother.

The young man himself then recounts his thoughts to Mr. João:

'When I got home I saw so many people praying the rosary with you, I

thought: I'll wait until the prayer is over, then I'll go into the house and

shoot my brother. But while I was waiting, I was touched by the presence of

the Blessed Mother.

When the rosary ended, I went into the house, no longer to kill my brother,

but to hug him and ask for his forgiveness”

Then, in tears, Mr. João Pozzobon concluded his speech by asking us:

“How can we give up on this arduous campaign when the Blessed Mother

works so many miracles in the families?”

This testimony shows us that prayer is the main axis that sustains the

family on the path of love and forgiveness. It was the power of prayer that

led the young man to give up revenge and open himself up to salvation.
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Development

On this journey towards the 75th anniversary of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim

Mother Apostolate, we want to: With João Pozzobon, evangelize the

families!

“The family is simply the germ cell of human society and, in a certain sense,

of the Church. From this we deduce: whatever it costs, protect and

save the family!” (Linhas Fundamen-tais, p. 189).

Have we found out what Mr. João Pozzobon's goal was?

João Pozzobon was convinced of the great importance of the family because

it is there that strong bonds are born, grow, and flourish which sustain life

in adversity and setbacks. He always worked closely with the Founder of the

Schoenstatt Work, Father Joseph Kentenich, of whom he considered

himself a little pupil.

In 1948, Fr. Kentenich said in Brazil that “Our Lady wants to form and

educate a new human society and a new type of man...” (Letter from Santa

María). What kind of person is this? It is the human being who is linked to

God, who contributes so that the family is a place of warmth and shelter,

where love makes its home, respect prevails, which generates tolerance and

trust, and where gratitude is the fragrance that softens every difficulty.

For reflection and sharing

How can we help the family to become a place where it is good to

be, where there is trust, a good relationship, and a strong bond

with God?

(Leave room for people to speak).

João Pozzobon, in his spiritual testament, when referring to the

Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Campaign, states that “the purpose

[...] is to save the family with our forces of sanctification, to

imitate Mary; to be a reflection of Christian justice, (to) live for
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each other, for a new conquest of human dignity with its

values...” (Um ícone de Maria, p.142).

We need a Mother who will take us by the hand and lead us to

Jesus. In this sense, the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate

offers a safe path in the face of the various sects and ideologies,

which often lead us astray from true values, and from the path of

Christ. When the Blessed Mother enters homes, she repeats to

each family the request she made to the servants at the wedding

at Cana: “Do whatever he tells you!”

Mary's Little Donkey

Faced with the greatness of the mission, John Pozzobon considered himself

very small, as a simple and humble servant. He often said that he was

Mary's little donkey, a small instrument that carried the Mother of God on

its back and went with her to meet families. He once put it this way:

“When the Campaign grew, I became a little donkey carrying the Blessed

Mother”. (Herói hoje, não amanhã, p. 97).

Testimony

Dr. Rosângela M. Lovato, from Santa Maria/RS (União de Familias), tells

how Mr. João Pozzobon identified with the “little donkey”:

“(...) He tells us that many, many times, when he was very tired, dusty,

hungry, sometimes he would walk with the Pilgrim Mother and carry just a

piece of bread and a piece of salami. He would bite into that bread and that

salami, and sometimes he would be exhausted and lie down by the side of

the road and sometimes he would fall asleep too. When he woke up, he

would look at the Pilgrim Mother and say: now, Mother, move your little

donkey forward, as if she were that horse riding on the donkey. Touch your

donkey, let's go ahead, get this donkey of yours out of bed and send it

forward, because now it has to carry you!

Song:
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Dynamic

I wish I were Mary's donkey!

Nº 1 Nº 2

Look for a moment at the two images.

• What is the function of the donkey in the first picture?

• How did João Luiz Pozzobon apply this to his life and work in the Pilgrim

Mother Apostolate?

• Present concrete situations in which we can be “little donkeys of Mary”,

instruments in the mission of the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother, just like

John Pozzobon.
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Conclusion

Today we are the continuators of João Luiz Pozzobon's mission, called to

evangelize families. Following his example, we want to be instruments of

the Blessed Mother, a little donkey of Mary, lending our shoulders, feet, and

hands to bring her to families.

Practical point:

At the end of this meeting, we're going to choose a concrete situation in

which we can be instruments of the Blessed Mother - a little donkey of

Mary - and try to practice it until the next meeting.

This image

will remind us of the call:

With João Pozzobon, evangelizing families.
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Closing prayer:

Prayer for the beatification of João Luiz Pozzobon

God, our Father, made João Luiz Pozzobon an exemplary husband and

father, a friend of the poor, and an untiring pilgrim. He dedicated his entire

life to taking Our Lady of Schoenstatt to families, hospitals, schools, and

prisons, praying the rosary. This is why, Father, I ask you with confidence:

If it is your will, grant that this servant of yours may be beatified and that

through his intercession I may obtain the favor that I greatly need: … He

prayed with Mary, the great missionary, for your glory, for the flourishing

of your Church and the sanctification of families. Amen.

Reading recommendations→Hero today, not tomorrow
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