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“With the Pilgrim Mother, missionaries of hope!”
-Wake up, it’s time!

Welcome

We have gathered with joy for our first meeting of the year. We are all very

welcome and welcomed by our dear Mother and Queen.

Opening prayer

L1. Let us place ourselves spiritually in the Schoenstatt Shrine. We can

think of the Shrine that we already know or that we usually visit. And if we

do not yet personally know a Shrine of the Mother and Queen of

Schoenstatt, let us ask her to welcome us spiritually in her house at this

moment when we pray before her image.

L2. Mary's heart is filled with the Holy Spirit. Let us ask her to help us open

ourselves to her work, so that this encounter may be blessed richly.

Let us pray with our Father and Founder, Father Joseph Kentenich:

ALL. Holy Spirit,
you are the soul of my soul.
I humbly adore you.
Enlighten me, strengthen me,
guide me, comfort me.
Reveal your wishes to me
as far as this is in accordance
with the will of the Eternal Father.

Show me what I should suffer.
Show me what I should humbly and
thoughtfully accept, bear and endure.
Holy Spirit, show me your will
and the will of the Father,
for I want my whole life to be nothing else
than a continuous, an everlasting yes
to the wishes, to the will of God,
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Show me what Eternal Love wants of me.
Show me what I should do.

the Eternal Father. Amen
Song: Himno de la Virgen Peregrina

Introduction

We are living a very special moment for the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother

Apostolate: we are heading towards the 75th anniversary of this great

apostolate, which will be celebrated in 2025. Jubilees are times of special

graces. To live them well and receive their graces, one must prepare well.

On September 10 2024 we will open the Jubilee year towards its 75th

anniversary: we have a year to become aware of the importance of this time,

to prepare ourselves and to celebrate this feast worthily in our parishes and

dioceses.

So ATTENTION, let's not waste time! Wake up, it's time, let's get going!

Biblical illumination

Lc 1, 39-56 - Visitation

Let us open our hearts to the message of this passage from the Gospel of St.

Luke.

For reflection and sharing

● What does this Gospel text say to the Apostolate of the Schoenstatt

Pilgrim Mother?

Just as more than two thousand years ago, Mary went in haste to

Elizabeth's house, and Jesus in her womb was already working miracles,

since September 10, 1950, in her Pilgrim MTA, the Mother and Queen of

Schoenstatt also goes in haste to meet her children. As in the past, she

brings her Son Jesus to all those who open the doors of their homes and

hearts to her.
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Development

Maria is on her way again.

It is beautiful to think that Mary

has been 'visiting' again since

September 10, 1950, when Servant

of God João Luiz Pozzobon

accepted the mission to take a

picture of the Mother Thrice

Admirable of Schoenstatt to the families. Do we remember how the

Pilgrim Mother Apostolate began? At the beginning of the road to its

75th anniversary, it is worth remembering this story:

In 1950, in preparation for the proclamation of the Dogma of the

Assumption of Mary into Heaven (proclaimed on November 1 of that year),

the Schoenstatt Movement in Santa Maria/RS decided to carry out a

missionary action, taking three images of the Blessed Mother to families to

pray the rosary with them.

On September 10, as part of this initiative, João Luiz Pozzobon, who was an

active participant in the Schoenstatt Movement, received one of these

images from the hands of Sister M. Teresinha Gobbo. Moved by Mary's

work in families, João Pozzobon decided not to end this initiative as

planned, but felt called to be an instrument of a new visitation of the

Blessed Mother to the people of our times, in the image of the Mother and

Queen.

With unwavering loyalty and spirit of sacrifice, João Pozzobon went on

pilgrimage for 35 years with the picture of the Mother Thrice Admirable,

Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt on his shoulders. He took the image,

Mary with her Divine Son, to families, schools, jails, hospitals and wherever

doors were opened to him, with the certainty that he was taking the Shrine

and its graces to homes. His work soon extended beyond his parish, to the

entire diocese of Santa Maria, reaching other cities and states.

In 1959, at the request of some families, João Pozzobon had the inspiration

to circulate small pilgrimage pictures of the Mother and Queen of

Schoenstatt in groups of thirty families. In this way, a group of people
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committed to this apostolate was quickly formed. Year after year, the

number of images, parishes and people involved increased, which led to the

emergence of an organization that would sustain this apostolate and take

into account the parishes and dioceses, with their pastoral plans and

objectives.

Since the 1980s, the Pilgrim Mother Apostolate has acquired an

international character, as many countries have taken up this apostolate. It

is now present and bearing fruit on all five continents.

● Do we know when the Pilgrim Mother Apostolate began in our parish

(city/diocese) and

● Do we know the names of the people who were decisive in initiating

it?

Following in the footsteps of João Pozzobon

We can say that the "Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate" is, in a certain

way, the continuation of Mary's pilgrimage, who "went in haste to the house

of Elizabeth". She is the first and the greatest missionary. All those who

have been participating in the Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate for

more than seven decades have been following the Blessed Mother and

trying to be like her.

Who has preceded us on the missionary journey of the Pilgrim Mother

Apostolate in these 75 years of history?

Our Father and Founder, Father Joseph Kentenich, and the founding

generation of the Schoenstatt Movement were the first to go on pilgrimage

with Mary. Although they were not missionaries of the Pilgrim Mother, the

Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate could only be called to life through

the Shrine and the Covenant of Love. The shape of the Pilgrim Mother, in

the form of a shrine, reminds us that she carries with her the graces of this

holy place and also the spirituality that is born from it.

The initiator of the Pilgrim Mother Apostolate, the Servant of God João

Luiz Pozzobon, left an indelible mark on this path. He is the great example

for the coordinators and missionaries of the Pilgrim Mother, but also for all

the families that receive her.
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We can remember all the missionaries of the Pilgrim Mother who,

throughout these almost 75 years, have strived to bring our dear Mother

and Queen closer to families. Many of them have left their mark in our

communities (parishes/dioceses).

ATTENTION: As we follow in the footsteps of those who have gone before

us on this journey, it is important to realize that it is our footsteps that will

guide the generations to come.

● We can ask ourselves:what footprints will we

leave for those who follow us?

Testimony from João Luiz Pozzobon

João Luiz Pozzobon was a very organized man and,

as a good businessman, he wrote down everything:

how many rosaries he prayed, how many people

attended the meetings, how many kilometers he had

walked. Thus, in the last years of his life, he was able

to count more than 140,000 kilometers of

pilgrimage on foot with the Blessed Mother. And

what was the secret of this perseverance? Father

Esteban Uriburu, her main biographer, transcribes

fragments of a text by João Pozzobon on the subject.

The transcription is faithful to Pozzobon's simple way of writing. This is

how it reads on page 124 of the book 'Hero today, not tomorrow':

"Mr. John's secret - and all secrets are obviously secrets - was his great love

for Mary Most Holy, the Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of

Schoenstatt. "Love conquers all," he used to say. In other words, Mr. Joao

was a "madman of love". In a writing entitled: "What is love?" he affirmed:

love for the holy miraculous image of the Mother and Queen, on pilgrimage,

John occupied two thousand four hundred and fifty different beds, in the

shadows of the night, to replenish his strength. Which one was the best? It

was the one in which he rested his body on the ground, on the earth, among

the lilies of the field, and in the woods, feeling the curves of the earth as he

fell asleep, being visited by the little animals with their stinging function? It
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was like a "hello" when it was time to wake up and keep moving. Thank you,

animals, you also collaborate with the Campaign, which cannot stop. To

stop is to stop life. What is life? It means to seek the riches from above.

John walked with Mary, and he was happy while he suffered. Often he did

not even drink water, but he kept on walking, offering everything for the

great Campaign".

Dynamics

In this first meeting we review our history. Let's take a "test" to see if we

know a little of the history of the Pilgrim Mother Apostolate...

Message to the coordinator

Prepare the following questions on sheets of paper. Put everything in

a bag (or box, etc.). Each participant (if there are more participants

than questions, you can do it in pairs or trios) should draw one

question and answer it. Not all the answers are in the meeting text, so

we can help each other answer.

● The answers are on the last page of this book. But be careful, it

is not worth looking at the answers before trying to complete

the sentences, ok?

1- In which Schoenstatt Shrine in Brazil was the Pilgrim Mother

Campaign founded?

2- What is the name of the man who initiated the Pilgrim Mother

Apostolate?

3- The Pilgrim Mother Campaign began in September 1950. What great

event in the Church motivated the pilgrimage of the image of the Mother

Thrice Admirable to families that year?
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4- In what year did João Pozzobon make the small Pilgrim MTA's to go

on pilgrimage in groups of 30 families?

5- In what country is the first Schoenstatt Shrine in the world, known in

the Schoenstatt Movement as the Original Shrine?

6- In what year (if you can remember the complete date, better) was the

Original Shrine (the first Schoenstatt Shrine in the world) born?

7- There was no apparition of the Blessed Mother in the Schoenstatt

Shrine. Then, what is the origin of the Schoenstatt Shrine?

8- What is the name of the Founder of the Schoenstatt Movement?

9- What does the German word "Schoenstatt" mean in English?

10-What is the full title of the image of the Blessed Mother that goes on

pilgrimage in families from the Schoenstatt Shrine (hint: the name is

written on the pilgrim image)?

Practical point:

Until the next meeting, we will make an effort to announce to all the

families, missionaries and coordinators of our parish that on September 10,

2025 we will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Pilgrim Mother

Apostolate.

We can exchange ideas on the best way to make this announcement a

reality.
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Conclusion:

Our commitment to make this jubilee known depends on each one of us. At

the beginning of the next meeting, we will share our experiences and tell

you what we did to announce the jubilee of the Pilgrim Mother Apostolate.

● Let's be alert and not waste time. That's why

Wake up, it's time!

Closing prayer:

Prayer for the beatification of João Luiz Pozzobon

God, our Father, made of João Luiz Pozzobon an exemplary husband and

father, a friend of the poor and an untiring pilgrim. He dedicated his entire

life to taking Our Lady of Schoenstatt to families, hospitals, schools and

prisons, praying the rosary. This is why, Father, I ask you with confidence:

If it is your will, grant that this servant of yours may be beatified, and that

through his intercession I may obtain the favor that I greatly need: … He

prayed with Mary, the great missionary, for your glory, for the flourishing

of your Church and the sanctification of families. Amen.
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Answers:

1. Tabor Shrine in Santa Maria - RS

2. Joao Luiz Pozzobon

3. The celebration of the Marian Holy Year

4. In the year 1959

5. Germany

6. October 18, 1914

7. The invitation to Mary to establish her dwelling in the little chapel and transform it into a

Shrine.

8. Father Joseph Kentenich

9. Beautiful place

10. Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and Victress of Schoenstatt
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