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Dear Missionaries,
What makes our apostolate so
special is the fact that our MTA
is a pilgrim, too! With our help,
we see her reaching out to others
from the Schoenstatt Shrines in
the image of the Pilgrim MTA.
Some of our missionaries have
jumped into the stream of graces
that brings us back to her shrines.
We have tried to capture what
they share in photos and reflections.
Indeed, Mary comes to us, takes
us by the hand, and teaches us to
move toward her Son, toward
our eternal home. While we are
here on earth, she gives us the
gift of bringing us home to a
place where heaven touches
earth: the Schoenstatt Shrine.
Why not come to her as often as
we possibly can, physically or
spiritually?
The fall season with the month of
the Rosary turns our gaze to our
Mother and Queen in her shrine.
Here we discover her graces, we
enjoy her protection, and we rely
on her intercession.
Pilgrims from Illinois, Wisconsin, Louisiana, California, and
other places around the country
turn their gaze toward the shrine,
and come back to our Mother in
her shrine.

Their comments about their experiences are an inspiration for everyone. They show us how distance is
overcome when the soul just needs
to come back home.
We do not need to know much. We
do not even need to know the route.
If we want to spiritually come to the
shrine, we only need to be aware of
three important things: Christ’s
power in our lives as shown in the
events of his life seen through the
Rosary, Mary’s intercession as experienced in our daily lives, and our
own personal needs, joys, and sorrows, which we bring as contributions to the capital of grace. If we
know that much, if we live out of
them, we will certainly benefit from
a long or short, physical or spiritual
pilgrimage to the Schoenstatt
Shrine.

May our Mother Thrice Admirable continue to take us by the
hand and teach us how to walk
through life like her Son.
At a time when the Church needs
our prayers, loyalty, sacrifices,
and unconditional service, we
look up to Mary and ask her to
take us by the hand. May the
flow of her graces flood our lives,
our hearts, our parishes, our
schools — wherever we bring her
image.
Wishing you rich blessings in the
coming months,
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Queridos Misioneros,
Lo que hace nuestro apostolado
tan especial es el hecho de que la
Mater también es peregrina. Con
nuestra ayuda, ella sale al
encuentro de otros desde sus
santuarios. Algunos de nuestros
misioneros se han hecho parte de
la corriente de gracias que regresa
a sus santuarios. Han tratado de
poner en palabras e imágenes sus
vivencias. Aquí las relatan.
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En realidad, María sale a nuestro
encuentro, nos toma de la mano, y
nos enseña a salir hacia su Hijo,
hacia el hogar eterno. Mientras
permanezcamos aquí en la tierra,
ella nos hace el regalo de traernos
de regreso al hogar, por medio de
un lugar donde el cielo toca la
tierra: el Santuario de Schoenstatt.
¿Por qué no acercarnos a ella
tantas veces como podamos, ya
sea física o espiritualmente?
En esta temporada de otoño con su
mes del Rosario fijamos nuestra
mirada en nuestra Madre y Reina
en su santuario. Aquí descubrimos
sus gracias, disfrutamos de su
protección, y contamos con su
intercesión.
Peregrinos de Illinois, Wisconsin,
Louisiana, California, y otros
lugares del país vuelven su mirada
hacia el santuario, y regresan al
horar, donde nuestra Madre les
espera. Sus comentarios acerca de

sus experiencias son una
inspiración para todos. Ellos nos
muestran cómo la distancia no es
obstáculo cuando el alma
simplemente necesita regresar al
hogar.
No necesitamos saber mucho. Ni
siquiera necesitamos conocer la
ruta. Si queremos regresar
espiritualmente al santuario,
simplemente necesitamos saber tres
cosas importantes: el poder de
Cristo en nuestras vidas, según lo
muestran los eventos de su vida en
el Rosario, la intercesión de María
tal como la experimentamos en
nuestras vidas, y nuestras
necesidades, alegrías, y sufrimientos personales que le traemos como
contribuciones al capital de
gracias. Si conocemos esto, si
vivimos de esto, sin duda nos
beneficiaremos de una peregrinación al Santuario de Schoentatt,
corta o larga, física o espiritual.
Que nuestra Madre Tres Veces
Admirable continúe tomándonos de
la mano para mostrarnos cómo
caminar por la vida como lo hizo su
Hijo.
En un tiempo en el que la Iglesia
necesita tanto de nuestras
oraciones, lealtad, sacrificios, y
servicio incondicional, enfoquemos
nuestra mirada en María y
pidámosle que nos tome de la
mano. Que la corriente de sus

gracias colme nuestras vidas,
nuestros corazones, nuestras
parroquias, nuestras escuelas —
dondequiera que llevemos su
imagen.
Deseándoles abundantes
bendiciones para estos próximos
meses,

Perfect Instruments
in the Hands of Mary

John & Kathy Strickland, Metairie, LA

Members of the Apostolate of the
Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother from
throughout Louisiana and the Deep
South were invited to meet at the
Carmelite Spirituality Center in
Lacombe, LA, for the first
Convention of Missionaries and
Coordinators of Gulf South Region,
on the weekend of September 8-9.
The theme was Father Kentenich –
A Perfect Instrument in the Hands
of Mary.” This also served to close
out the Year of Father Kentenich for
our members.
The joyous weekend began with a
welcoming talk by the Louisiana
leadership, John and Kathy
Strickland and Gina Cevallos. The
opening ceremony included the
Georgia Auxiliary Shrine in a place
of honor. Thank you, Lydia
Concepcion, for lending the
Auxiliary to grace the convention,
and many thanks also to Cathy
Johnson for bringing it with her from
Birmingham!
Earlier in the afternoon, a
preliminary talk to the Englishspeaking members outlined
Schoenstatt resources available in
English and an overview of the
information available through the
Louisiana website
schoenstattLA.com. Following
dinner, the
conventioneers
enjoyed

getting to know one another through
a raucous game of blackout bingo,
where spaces on the bingo cards were
filled by finding someone who
matched specific characteristics, such
as owned a dog, had a Home Shrine,
spoke two languages, etc. Then all
settled in for Sister Isabel’s opening
talk, “Profile of a Marian
Mission – the Mission and
Charism of Father Kentenich”.
Simultaneous translation of all talks
into Spanish was done through the
talents of member Ada Torres and an
experimental local broadcast system
developed specifically for this
convention through use of the
“Mumble” cellphone app.
(It’s wonderful!)
Following the talk, a slight change of
schedule led all to night prayer. The
evening’s schedule concluded with a
screening of Gabriel Gross’ video
“Legacy of an Exile - Remembering
the Founder”, which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
The second day of the convention
began with morning prayer and
breakfast. The first talk of the day,
“Father Kentenich, A Perfect
Instrument”, detailed more about the
covenant and Father Kentenich’s
instrumentality. All then attended a
bilingual Mass, celebrated by Father
Angel Diaz, O.P., with music
provided by a choir of our

“We wanted our
people to experience
Waukesha in Louisiana!”

Hispanic members accompanied by
Delia Valerio on the guitar.
Following the Mass, Father Angel
led the recommissioning of all the
missionaries present. After a short
break, Sister Isabel presented her
second talk of the day, “Becoming
Instruments for Our Times”, which
detailed aspects of the new
evangelization and how we can
become instruments like Father
Kentenich. This was followed by
group discussions, and later that
afternoon the third and final talk was
presented, “The Four Milestones:
Footsteps of Faith”. One member
commented, “It couldn’t have been a
more perfect weekend!”
...the objective was to provide
a taste of the National
Convention to those
who have never attended

All who attended are already
looking forward to our next local
convention in 2020! One of the
objectives was to provide a taste of
the National Convention experience
to those who have never attended the
event in Waukesha and we owe a
special thank you to Sr. Isabel for
helping to make this possible!
Our objective was accomplished, as a
post-convention survey indicated that
80% of our attendees hope to be in
Waukesha next June! See y’all there!
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STRE
New York
Sr. M. Iraida Guerra

Every year our missionaries and
the images return to the shrine,
here in Staten Island, New York.
They do so in May and in
October. In July of this year, we
sent out seven new missionaries.

Echoes from
Pennsylvania

Wisconsin

We are a small parish in South
Central Pennsylvania with four
groups participating in this
wonderful Marian devotion,
seeking Jesus through Our Lady
of Schoenstatt. In this busy
world, she is our anchor and
hope.

Un hermoso caminar con
nuestra Mater una alianza de
amor filial con Dios nuestro
Padre celestial. Salimos de
nuestra parroquia caminando,
el 18 de octubre, para visitar a
la Mater en su Santuario.
Luego de dos horas, llegamos.

Dennis Emmons

Our group of coordinators, our
Schoenstatt missionaries, give
continuity and stability to this
beautiful ministry. Totally
reliable, dedicated to Our
Mother, they keep watch to
insure Our Lady continues her
pilgrimage no matter the
circumstances or situation. Once,
because of a sudden, serious
illness and hospitalization, the
shrine of Our Lady was locked
inside an apartment. Our
resourceful coordinator would
not rest until she found a way to
rescue the shrine.
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The images were sent out to
parishes in New York and New Jersey.

Known by many names: the
Virgin, Blessed Mother, the
image, the shrine, we all fall
back to “Our Lady.” Of the
prayers in the Schoenstatt prayer
book few are more popular than
the Prayer of Welcome and the
words “Sanctify our home
through your presence and your
love…form us into holy men and
women…” #

Connie Motta

Una amiga de Facebook me

inspiró. En Argentina caminan
al Santuario el 18 de octubre.

We hear from
our Coordinators
across the USA

EAMING BACK HOME
Illinois. . . heart-warmed by the MTA
Elizabeth Ríos

Carol Mechler

Below is a picture of those
who made our Covenant Day
Celebration, on October 19,
2018 special and heartwarming. We had a good
group of 14 people including
one little boy. We sang On
This Day O Beautiful Mother
and prayed the Rosary with
meditations taken from the
requests of the covenant of
love. A short commentary
was given about the
requirements needed to make
the covenant of love as an
Associate of Schoenstatt.
Afterwards, those who have
made the covenant of love
renewed their covenant
promises. Three missionaries
of the Pilgrim Mother
Apostolate renewed their
commitment for another year:
Linda Jeanneret, Chris
Poddig, and Carol Mechler.
We ended the evening prayer
service with our consecration
prayer, My Queen, my
Mother. We gathered up our
Auxiliary Shrine and Pilgrim
Mother Shrines and processed
over to the Parish Center for
refreshments and fellowship.
We enjoyed the evening very
much and hope more people
will join us next time.

Unas 14 personas hicimos de
nuestra celebración de Alianza
una muy especial, el 19 de
octubre. Con un comentario
breve acerca de los elementos
necesarios para hacer la
alianza como asociados fue
presentado. Unos renovamos
la alianza y otros renovaron
su compromiso como
misioneros de la Virgen
Peregrina. Concluimos
nuestra ceremonia con la
oración de consagración y
procesando hacia el Centro
Parroquial, donde nos
quedamos un rato
compartiendo.

On Saturday, September 22,
we traveled two hours, from
Crystal Lake, IL, to visit the
MTA in her shrine in
Waukesha. We were approximately 100 people. Our friends
from Round Lake, IL, brought
the Auxiliary with them so that
she could be with us.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Parish, Maryville, IL

Pilgrims from Crystal Lake in
the shrine in Waukesha

El sábado, 22 de septiembre,
viajamos dos horas, desde
Crystal Lake, IL, para visitar a
la Mater en su Santuario de
Waukesha. Eramos casi 100
personas. Los hermanos de
Rounda Lake, IL, nos trajeron
la Auxiliar para que nos
acompañara en esta visita.
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Louisiana. . .
Joan Rodrigue

On October 13, we came
back to our Assumption
Parish, Pierre Part,
Louisiana, for our annual
commissioning of pilgrims
and missionaries. There was
a lot going on in the parish.
Therefore, we did not get the
participation we typically
get, but over all I was
pleased.
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El 13 de octubre, en la
parroquia de la Asunción, en
Pierre Part, Louisiana,
tuvimos nuestra renovación
en envío. Esto lo hacemos
todos los años. En la
parroquia estaban
sucediendo muchas cosas y
por eso no tuvimos tantas
personas como de costubre.
Pero, en general, quedé

always faithful!
Gina Cevallos

California begins
a new journey
Cynthia Fonseca

El 17 de octubre tuvimos
nuestra celebración de Alianza con Santa Misa y
coronando a la Mater como
Reina de la Vida, Reparación,
y Paz en el Mundo. El Padre
Sergio Serrano, OP, celebró
la Santa Misa. Luego nos
reunimos para compartir.
También recogimos capital de
gracias, que luego
enviaremos al Santuario en
Milwaukee.

On the Central Coast of
California we began late last
spring by taking the Mother
Thrice Admirable to
various homes and uniting
with hosts in the recitation of
the novena. This included two
hospital visits in the Los
Angeles and San Diego area to
cancer patients and numerous
home visits in Nipomo, Santa
Maria, and Guadalupe, California.

On October 17 we had our
celebration of the covenant
and crowned the Blessed
Mother as Queen of Life,
Reparation, and Peace in the
World. We had Holy Mass,
a sharing, and collected our
contributions to the capital of
grace to be sent to Milwaukee.

The Nipomo visit was the first
solely Spanish speaking host
Continues from page 7.

Continued from page 5.
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family to receive Our
Lady in the area and
many graces were
received. The couple who
received her, were having
problems after 30
years. Their relationship
was restored and their
marriage saved. They
believe that it was after
participating in the
novena to Our Lady of
Schoenstatt. Most
recently, they participated
in a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land and Rome in
gratitude for this.
Other homes and families
where the MTA has
visited have experienced
Our Lady of Schoenstatt’s
intercession, through
restored health, peace and
well being to themselves
and their homes. Our
Mother Thrice Admirable
does not fail!
Most recently, both my
husband and I attended a
special mass celebrated
by Bishop Robert Barron
for the blessing of a
Marian statue devoted to
the “Unborn Child” at St.
Paschal Baylon in
Thousand Oaks. We were
graced with the presence
of Bishop Barron who so
easily and readily

accepted a gift from us of
the Pilgrim MTA, which
we brought back from our
visit to Schoenstatt,
Germany, earlier this
summer. He stated he
would like to visit
Schoenstatt one day and
was grateful for the gift
we had given him. Also
present at the celebration
was the actor Jim Caviziel
who portrayed Jesus in
2004 in the movie The
Passion.
We have also met with Fr.
Edwin Logroño of Indio,
California a devout
Schoenstatt follower to
receive input and
guidance on consecrating
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ourselves to Our Lady
and setting up a Home
Shrine. He is truly an
inspiration in his
commitment to the
Schoenstatt’s way of
life. ■

… echoes from Pennsylvania
# continued

To reserve your space at the convention contact us
with the following information.

Name _______________________________________
Street & Apt _________________________________
City ________________________
State ____

Image # _______

Zip _________ ph # _______________

e-mail ______________________________________

Told that Our Lady would begin visiting his
home, a three-year-old kept asking his mother,
much like at Christmas "when would Our Lady
arrive?"
A group participant went to another state to be
part of her best friend’s wedding. When she
walked in to her friend’s home, there was the
Our Lady of Schoenstatt shrine setting on her
friend’s mantel.
In our little part of God’s kingdom, we rejoice
in Our Lady of Schoenstatt. What a gift she is!■

Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother
W284 N698 Cherry Lane
Waukesha WI 53188
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Prayers to offer
Contributions to the Capital of Grace
What I bear and endure,
what I say and what I dare,
what I think and what I cherish,
all the merits that I gain,
what I direct and what I conquer,
all my joys and all my sorrows:
what I am and what I have,
I give to you as a gift of love.
Use it so that the holy stream of graces
flowing richly from the shrine
may fill the souls of those
who have given their hearts to Schoenstatt
and gently lead there
all those whom you wish to choose in kindness.
Accept everything that our efforts may be fruitful
which we dedicate to the Trinity.
(Morning Consecration,
Heavenwards)

Cuanto llevo conmigo, lo que soporto,
lo que hablo y lo que arriesgo,
lo que pienso y lo que amo,
los méritos que obtengo,
lo que voy guiando y conquistando,
lo que me hace sufrir, lo que me alegra,
cuanto soy y cuanto tengo,
te lo entrego como un regalo de amor,
a la fuente santa de gracias
que desde el Santuario brota cristalina
para penetrar el alma de quienes
a Schoenstatt han dado su corazón,
y encaminar bondadosamente hasta allí
a los que por misericordia,
tú quieras escoger y para que fructifiquen
las obras que consagramos
a la Santísima Trinidad. Amén.
(Consagración Matutina,
Hacia el Padre)

